Copyright Awareness Week

visit: www.csusa.org and click on the Copyright Awareness Week button
Lesson Plan for Upper Elementary and Middle School:

“The Symbol of Copyright”

Goals of Lesson:
1.  To identify the copyright symbol written on a creative work


2.  To understand what the copyright symbol means and to describe the importance of using the copyright symbol
Teacher notes:  The teacher should lead students in a brief discussion of copyright protection, and may benefit from discussing the information included in the “Copyright Overview for Discussion” and the “Copyright Basics” located in Curriculum materials on the Copyright Awareness Week website.

Materials:  Publications of copyrighted works.  This might include books, textbooks, sheet music, recordings, movie boxes, magazines or other published material.

Chalk board or white board.

Directions:

STEP 1:  Teacher leads the students in a discussion of creativity and copyright protection. 
Discuss what the term “copyright” means:  Whenever you write a poem or story or even a paper for your class, or make a drawing, photo, or other artwork, or write a song or a play, you automatically own the copyright to it as long as you have written or drawn your idea on paper, taken a photograph or in the case of music, made some kind of recording, if you do not know how to express your idea with musical notation.
STEP 2:  Place an example of the copyright symbol on the chalk board or white board.

Example:  © 2004  John Doe 

The Teacher explains to the students that this is the symbol that identifies that a particular creation or work is protected by copyright and it identifies the owner of the work and the year it was created.  It is important for a composer or other creator to let others know that the work belongs to him or her by using the copyright symbol.  

STEP 3:  Discuss with students why it is important for a composer/songwriter or other creator to let others know that the work belongs to him or her by using the copyright symbol, also called the copyright notice. The copyright notice tells others where they should go to gain permission should they want to also use the song. Explain that the composer/songwriter, for example, receives money from a music publisher in return for permission to distribute/license a song to others either by having the song released on records, using the song in a video, using the song in a television commercial or even when the song is played on the radio (there are many other places to license songs, you may want to brainstorm with the students to come up with more places); the composer/songwriter or other creator may also be his or her own publisher and distributor for the work.  This is how a creator is paid for his or her work.

STEP 4:  Ask students to open up one of their books, textbooks, sheet music, recordings, movie boxes, magazines (any copyrighted work) and find the name of the writer, composer, or other creator of a particular song or other artistic work that you display or distribute (see Materials). Help them find the copyright notice for the work. Explain that in books including works by more than one creator, often the names of the copyright holders (with their copyright notices) are grouped together in the front or back of the book; in some books, the copyright holder will be listed on the page with each individual song, visual representation, or other creative work. 

STEP 5:  Instruct the students to choose another copyrighted work of their own choice from their classroom books, music, etc., and find the copyright symbol.  The students may then share with each other, the variety of copyrighted material used, and where the copyright symbols were located.  
STEP 6:  Classroom Extension:  Using a song or other creative work for which a publishing company is listed as the copyright holder, discuss with students why the publisher, rather than the creator of the work, is the designated copyright holder. Explain that the creator may have assigned the copyright to the publisher and now the publisher is the copyright holder. Have students notice that the composer or other creator’s name is listed with the work, even if the creator does not hold the copyright. Also, explain that usually the creator will receive royalties from the publication of the work, even though the creator has assigned the copyright to the publisher; the amount of royalties is dependent on the agreement that has been made between the creator and publisher. 

STEP 7:  (Optional) The Library
Take a trip to the school library, where there is a multitude of opportunity for students to find books of interest, and to be able to locate various copyrighted works.  Use this trip to create an activity, asking each of the students to locate and collect three examples of copyrighted works, and to be able to locate and display the copyright symbols to all three choices.

HOMEWORK EXTENSION:

Ask students to have their parents help them find copyright notices on books, textbooks, sheet music, recordings, movie boxes, magazines or other published works that they have in their home. Tell them to determine whether the publisher or the creator holds the copyright for the work as a whole (for example, a complete book or songbook) and whether individual copyright notices are listed for materials within the work (for example, individual songs in a songbook, individual poems in a poetry collection, or individual paintings in an art book, or articles in magazines, or the copyrighted songs that are used in a movie). You could even devise a contest to see who can collect the most copyright notices.
Respect Copyright Protection! 

Celebrate Creativity!!!!
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