Copyright Awareness Week

visit: www.csusa.org and click on the Copyright Awareness Week button
Lesson Plan / Homework / Quiz options:

“Copyright Law and the Protection of Creativity”

Goals of Lesson:


1.  
To help students understand the importance of “Copyright” and the laws used to protect creativity.  

2. To define and understand the components of “Copyright Protection.” 

Teacher Notes:  You may choose to use the following information as a lesson plan or homework assignment.  Please note that there are three components to this lesson, all listed below.
Handouts:  Copyright Overview for Discussion and Copyright Basics:  Located in the Curriculum materials section of the Copyright Awareness Week website.  Photocopy and distribute to each student.  Read through together or separately, and discuss. (Clarify terms if necessary).  

Handout:  “How Does Copyright Law Help to Protect the Rights of Creative People?” (Included below).  Photocopy and distribute to each student.  Read through together or separately, and discuss. (Clarify terms if necessary).  

Extension:  Classroom Discussion Quiz:  see below.  Students will volunteer answers to Teacher directed questions.  Discussion follows.

Additional Extension:  Research Report.
Directions:

STEP 1:  Class discussion: 

“Does anyone know what “Copyright Protection” means?”

“What is Copyright Law?”

“What kind of works does it protect?”

* Students might not know any answers to the above questions.

It is okay to continue on to Step 2.

STEP 2:  Distribute Handouts: Copyright Overview for Discussion and Copyright Basics.  Read together or separately, and discuss.  

*You may also choose to send these assignments home with students for homework, and discuss during the next class time.  Then follow then next steps.
STEP 3:  Class “Brainstorm” Discussion:

Ask students to describe how songwriters, recording artists, visual artists, writers, video game programmers, photographers, software designers and other creative people make a living.  Have students brainstorm about all the ways these people make a living. List their ideas on the chalkboard or white board.  For example: songwriters may also be arrangers, performers or teachers; visual artists may work in different media (sculpting, painting, etc.) or in areas such as graphic designers at an ad agency or record label, cartoonists or in art therapy etc.
STEP 4:  Read, explain, and discuss separately with students:

1. The writers of the United States Constitution realized that there was a need to give people the right to control their creations, and therefore, since 1790, there has been Copyright Law in the United States.

2. Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution reads: “The Congress shall have the Power... To promote the Progress of Science and Useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the Exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries....”

3. Therefore, as the result of copyright protection, the people who create the songs, books, shows, paintings, photographs, movies, computer games, etc. that we all enjoy are entitled to get paid for their original works.

STEP 5:  Read aloud:  Extension Classroom Discussion, included below.  Additional Teacher notes are included.
STEP 6:  Additional Lesson extension:  Research Paper / Report:  

You may wish to have students choose one or two of the various components of “Copyright Protection” to do further research and investigation on their interests.  

Each Report should include two examples of the component chosen.  

Handout
“How Does Copyright Law Help to Protect the Rights of Creative People?”
Creativity is Hard Work!
Everyone is creative, everyone has dreams and ideas, the ability to tell a story or hum a tune or draw a picture.  What makes some people different is that they decide that they want to go a step further: they do the hard work of writing down the story, or writing down the music for a song, or recording the song, or buying paint and making the painting.  They want to share their creative gift and vision with the world, and they want to be paid for doing a good job, just like everyone else.  Earning money from creativity means you can keep going, create more, and share with the world.

Copyright law helps hard working creative people earn money, whether it amounts to a few dollars, or even millions of dollars, whether one person likes their work, or many millions.

The Power of Copyright!
Copyright law gives creative people the upper hand. It says that artists have the right to decide who can make copies of their material, creating further reproductions in books, movies, computer games, or songs.  This is a great power for the creator!  The creator also has the power to decide how much money they should receive for further use of their creations. 

For example, an artist / author needs a publisher, a company that will turn a story into a book, print copies, advertise, sell the books, and then send the artist / author some of the money.  Publishers come in lots of different forms.  They are called a publisher when they create books and magazines, or a record company when they create CDs and music videos, or a movie or television production company when they make movies and television shows, or a software company when they make software and games.  But all of them are really “publishers:” they take creative works by creative people and find ways to sell these ideas.  But a publisher cannot do anything until the artist or author agrees to let them represent their works.  When a publisher sends money to an author, it’s called a “royalty” payment.  It means that books can be sold, and royalties earned for the author.  That’s the power of copyright!

Authors need their royalties!
Unfortunately, there are lots of ways to cheat creative people out of the royalties they work so hard to receive.  If a song is based on a popular book, people could rip a copy of the song into an MP3 file and send the file to everyone else on the Internet for free.  Or if there is a software game created from that same material, the creator is again being cheated every time someone puts the software files on the web and sends them to others for free.  Or if someone puts copies of that popular book on line for free, the author is cheated every time someone downloads those files.  It’s not just the publisher who is losing money: the author, or authors, are also losing their royalty income.  Making or downloading copies that you do not pay for means you infringe on the rights of authors.  Copyright infringement is just a fancy word for cheating by getting something for free that should be paid for.

Copyright infringer!
Most copyright infringers are not truly thieves.  They don’t even fully realize or understand that what they are doing is wrong.  They especially don’t understand who they are hurting, that it is real people that are hurt when copies are made without the permission of the copyright owner.  The problem is it’s incredibly easy to infringe copyright on the Internet. One easy click is all it takes to download or send a copy of a song, movie file or software game that wasn’t paid for.  But it cheats authors, artists, and musicians.  It also hurts people who work for publishers and may lose their jobs if people stop buying books, CDs and software.  Remember that publishers pay lots of royalties to lots of authors who need the money.  Even the super successful people deserve their success, and deserve their royalties.

A “Whole Lotta Rights!”
We live in a high-tech multi media world.  A copyright owner, or a publisher, may have rights that you would be surprised to learn existed:

The right to make and distribute copies:  For example, printing copies of books and making copies of CDs, DVDs, and videos.  

The right to let someone else use a story:  For example, authors have the right to decide what other uses can be made of their stories, like making movies, or computer games.  Authors let other people derive their rights from the author’s copyright, so these are called “derivative rights.”

The right of public performance of music, dramas, and dance:  Most people do not know that the copyright owner of a song has the right to be paid whenever their music is performed in public, for example in a concert hall, or even on radio, television, and the Internet.   

The right to display:  If an author lets someone create artwork, including posters; they have the right to control how those images are used.  The author could be paid a royalty if the image is used on a book cover, or on the Internet.

The right to perform sound recordings on the Internet:  This is a new right of the Internet era.  Record companies and musicians can receive a royalty if someone plays their CD on the Internet.  

Snippets, bits, portions, samples, and odds & ends: "Fair Use"
Sometimes there are situations where it may be OK to use just a snippet of someone’s work without asking first.  For example a newspaper review might quote some passages from a book on the New York Times “Best Seller” listing, or a teacher might use one page only out of the entire book as a writing sample, or a church might perform some copyrighted music during a religious service, or a school might perform a school band concert for the community, with a small admission charge used only for educational fund raising activities.  Or a TV news program might show a brief excerpt from a movie as part of news reporting.  These examples and others are fair to authors because they do not cheat authors out of royalties.  They are called “fair use.”

Fair use has limits though.  Generally, fair uses will respect an author’s rights and will not replace a genuine sale.  If you are making a copy without permission, and the result would be one less copy of the book or CD being sold, it’s not fair to the author!

Teacher Discussion Information

Extension:  Classroom Discussion Quiz

Teacher notes:

Tell students that now they know some of the “basics” about copyright.

Challenge them to pick the best answer or answer to the questions that follow.

Instruct them to raise their hands if they want to reply to a question.
After each response from a student you call on, ask all who agree to raise their hands (this will give you a chance to assess understanding).

Clarify and Define as necessary.
Then, ask all who disagree (or have a different answer) to raise their hands.  Discuss the difference responses.  
(Note:  Additional clarifying information and the correct answers are indicated next to each selection.)

	1.  Read aloud:  Select all that apply.  For a work to be protected under copyright law, it must:

	A.
Be original
	(Right)

	B.
Be fixed in a tangible medium of expression
	(Right)

	C.
Be of professional quality
	(No: The work can be terrible but can still be protected by copyright.)

	D.
Include a copyright notice
	(No: Copyright notice is no longer required, but many people use it to alert the world that the work is protected by copyright.)

	
	

	2.  Read aloud: Select all that apply.  Which of the following items might be protected by copyright?

	A.
An original poem posted on an online message board
	(Right)

	B.
Postings in a chat room
	(Right: This is an interesting example that shows how online chat differs from regular conversation. Conversations between people in a park, for example, are not protected by copyright because they are not fixed in a tangible medium of expression.)

	C.
Computer software
	(Right)

	D.
A banner ad
	(Right: Advertisements, whether in print, on TV, or online will generally be protected under copyright law.)

	E.
The title of a song
	(No: Titles, whether of books, songs, movies or anything else are not protected under copyright law.)

	F.  An improvised dance
	(No:  Unless the choreography for the dance is later written down or the dance is filmed/taped, because otherwise it will not be fixed in a tangible medium of expression.)

	3.  Read aloud: Which of the following statements are correct? One purpose of copyright is to:

	A.
Give creators an incentive to create
	(Yes: This a major purpose of copyright.  The theory is that by giving creators the ability to make money from their creations, they will be more likely to create works of art, literature, music, etc.)

	B.
Promote the progress of the arts, culture, and literature
	(Yes: By encouraging creators to be creative, society will benefit from the promotion of the arts, culture and literature.)

	C.
Enable copyright owners to stop all unauthorized uses of their works
	(No: Copyright is not intended to stop all uses of a   protected work.  Fair Use limits the copyright owner’s exclusive rights by permitting uses in limited circumstances for purposes such as criticism, news reporting, teaching, scholarship and research.)

	D.
Enable copyright owners to silence their critics
	(No: Although some copyright owners may attempt to use copyright to silence their critics, this is not a valid purpose of copyright.  Fair use is intended to permit people to refer to/ use enough of a work to criticize or comment on it.)


Respect Copyright Protection! 

Celebrate Creativity!!!!
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