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Dear Members of the New York Chapter of the Copyright Society:
 

We are excited to invite you to our next Copyright Society meeting, an April 22 luncheon program, at noon, at the Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New York, NY. 

THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DMCA, PART 2:  IS SECTION 512 A SAFE HARBOR IN THE SEA OF USER-GENERATED CONTENT?  
Have the “safe harbors” implemented by Section 512 of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 provided satisfactory shelters?  These “safe harbors” were a compromise between the content owners’ concerns about protecting their works from widespread, unlicensed dissemination over the internet -- and websites and technology companies’ concerns about innovating without fear of infringement liability if providing internet connectivity, hosting and other online services could subject them to copyright infringement liability for their users’ acts.  Ten years later, we revisit the language and intent of Section 512, examine still-unresolved issues, and ask whether changes are needed.

On this 10th anniversary, numerous unsettled issues continue to swirl around Section 512 and the rules, requirements, and relief afforded by its “safe harbors”.  Amazon.com, eBay and Google have successfully invoked Section 512, while other sites, including Napster and Aimster, have sought the protections of Section 512 to no avail.  More recently, Google and YouTube have claimed “safe harbor” protection in suits related to user-generated content (UGC), brought by Viacom Inc. and other copyright owners -- seeking a billion dollars in statutory damages.  What are the proper yardsticks by which to determine whether “safe harbor” protection is available in the context of UGC?  What constitutes “financial benefit,” “control” and “knowledge” that would preclude protection?  And does the adoption of prophylactic technologies potentially forfeit “safe harbor” coverage?    
Please join us for what promises to be a scintillating panel discussion, with Stanley Pierre-Louis, Vice President and Associate General Counsel for Intellectual Property and Content Protection at Viacom Inc., Bruce Joseph, Esq., of Wiley Rein LLP (one of the service-provider negotiators of Section 512) and moderator Tom Hentoff, Esq., of Williams & Connolly LLP.

Date:     Tuesday, April 22, 2008
Time:    12:00 p.m.-12:30 p.m.: Cocktails (cash bar) 

12:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m.: Lunch
1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.: Program 

(Please note: event will end promptly)


Place:   The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New York, NY
Cost:    $60.00 (members) $70.00 (non-members)

 

CLE:     The Copyright Society of the U.S.A. is a NY CLE Approved Provider. This course is Transitional and Nontransitional, and provides 1.0 Credit (based on 50 minutes).
To attend this exciting panel discussion, please complete the attached form, and mail or fax it to The Copyright Society of the U.S.A., 352 7th Ave., Suite 739, NY, NY 10001, 

fax # (212) 354-2847, by April 16. We look forward to seeing you on April 22, 2008.

 

SPEAKERS:

STANLEY PIERRE-LOUIS is Vice President and Associate General Counsel for Intellectual Property and Content Protection at Viacom Inc.  He is responsible for managing major intellectual property litigation, developing strategies for protecting digital content, and leading other IP-related legal initiatives for Viacom and its brands, which include MTV Networks (MTV, VH1, Nickelodeon, Nick at Nite, COMEDY CENTRAL, CMT, Spike TV, TV Land, Logo and more than 130 networks around the world), BET Networks, Paramount Pictures, Paramount Home Entertainment and DreamWorks.  Prior to joining Viacom, Mr. Pierre-Louis served as co-chair of the Entertainment and Media Law Group at Kaye Scholer LLP (NY), concentrating on intellectual property counseling and litigation.  Mr. Pierre-Louis previously served as Senior Vice President for Legal Affairs at the Recording Industry Association of America, where he led several important strategic copyright litigations, including the entertainment industry’s litigations against MP3.com, Napster and Aimster as well as the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case MGM Studios v. Grokster, which resulted in a unanimous decision in favor of the film and music industries.  Before joining the RIAA, Mr. Pierre-Louis clerked for Judge David A. Nelson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and was an associate at Shea & Gardener (Washington, D.C.).  Mr. Pierre-Louis is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Clark University and earned his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, where he served on the Board of Editors of the University of Chicago Law Review.
BRUCE G. JOSEPH is a partner in Wiley Rein LLP and the leader of the firm's Copyright Practice.  He represents clients in connection with copyright litigation and copyright and digital content protection legislation, regulation and inter-industry activities.  Mr. Joseph has been deeply involved in issues relating to digital technology, the Internet, content protection technology and DRMs, as well as music and sound recording licensing. He represented Internet service providers in connection with the 1996 WIPO Copyright Treaty and in the legislative negotiations leading to section 512.  He has served as counsel in leading cases construing that section, including RIAA v. Verizon and CoStar v. LoopNet.  Mr. Joseph is a member of the Advisory Board of BNA's Patent, Trademark and Copyright Journal, and serves as Treasurer of the Washington Chapter of the Copyright Society. He is a past President of the Chapter and a past Trustee of the National organization.  He received his B.A., and B.S., summa cum laude, from the University of Pennsylvania and a J.D., magna cum laude, from Harvard Law School, where he was an editor of the Harvard Law Review. Mr. Joseph clerked for Judge James Hunter III of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit from 1979-1980.  He is based in Washington, D.C.

THOMAS G. HENTOFF (MODERATOR) is currently a partner at Williams & Connolly LLP, in Washington. His practice is principally concentrated in three areas: First Amendment and media law, intellectual property disputes, and complex civil litigation. Mr. Hentoff has represented numerous news organizations, media companies, online content providers, and individuals in a wide variety of defamation, copyright, trademark, patent, and other litigation and counseling matters. Mr. Hentoff has also represented motion picture studios and record companies in a number of p2p copyright-infringement cases, including Napster, Scour, Aimster, and Grokster.

According to The Legal 500 US: Volume II (Intellectual Property, Technology, Media & Telecoms) (2007), corporate counsel ranked Mr. Hentoff as “one of the leading lawyers in the US” in the area of Media and Entertainment – Defamation and Libel. He was included in the 2008 edition of Best Lawyers in America in the area of First Amendment Law and in Washingtonian Magazine's 2007 list of top Media Lawyers.  Mr. Hentoff has a B.A., with honors, from the Wesleyan University and a J.D. from Columbia University School of Law where he was the Senior Editor of the Columbia Law Review. Mr. Hentoff clerked for Judge Phyllis A. Kravitch, United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, from 1991 to1992.

And Mark Your Calendars NOW!  

Save the evening of April 28 for our “Young Professionals: Cocktails & Copyrights” event at Cardozo Law School, featuring a “Music Licensing on the Internet 101” discussion, and lunch on May 5 for our season-ending panel exploring the rules and recent decisions surrounding “Joint Authorship” -- details to follow!
Very truly yours,

Rose Auslander

Joe Salvo

Chapter Co-Chairs


	Return This Form To:

352 Seventh Avenue, Suite 739

New York, NY 10001

Telephone: (212) 354-6401

Fax: (212) 354-2847

Email: amy@csusa.org
	Event: The 10th Anniversary of the DMCA, Part 2:  Is Section 512 A Safe Harbor in the Sea of User-Generated Content?   
Tuesday, April 22, 2008, 12:00 PM 

The Princeton Club

15 West 43rd Street

New York, NY10036-7497


Registration Form – New York Chapter
Please print clearly:
NAME: 

FIRM: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:




STATE:
ZIP CODE:

TELEPHONE:





FAX: 

EMAIL: 

Registration Fees:

Payment by check or credit card must accompany this form.  

Type


Cost
  After April 16
Quantity
Total
              Total Cost

( Members

$60.00
   $70.00


 




( Nonmembers
$70.00     $80.00




Additional Registrants:

First Name


Last Name


Email

Cancellation and Refund Policy:

Full refund will be issued if cancellation is received in writing 5 days before event.  No refunds or credits issued for cancellations 3 business days before the event.  Registrations are transferable.

Method of Payment:

Please make check payable to “THE COPYRIGHT SOCIETY OF THE USA”

( MasterCard

( Visa

( American Express

( Check











      MM    YY


Credit Card No.:





 Expiration Date:          /

Signature:






  Security #:

The Copyright Society of the U.S.A.

352 SEVENTH AVENUE, SUITE 739

New York, NY 10001

Telephone: (212) 354-6401  •  Fax: (212) 354-2847  •  e-mail: amy@csusa.org

Scholarship / Financial Hardship Policy
A limited number of scholarships are available to judges, law clerks, law professors, law students, attorneys, pro bono attorneys and paralegals who work for nonprofit organizations, legal service organizations or government agencies, recent graduates not yet employed, and unemployed attorneys who must take CLE courses in order to meet their state requirements.

All requests must be made in writing accompanied by a completed registration form. No more than three requests per person will be considered in any one year. Requests should describe the applicant's interest in the topic and justification for a waiver of fees. 

Requests should be accompanied by a recommendation from an instructor in the case of students, or supervisors in the case of law clerks or paralegals. 

Requests and scholarships are not transferable. Approval will be based on need and funds available on a first come first served basis. If approved, the scholarship will result in a waiver of the course fees for the specific program application. To apply, please send your request, in writing, prior to the reservation form deadline. Students must submit a copy of their student identification cards. 

All requests for scholarships should be sent to: The Copyright Society of the U.S.A, 352 Seventh Avenue, Suite 739, New York, NY 10001. Please call (212) 354-6401 or e-mail amy@csusa.org for further information.
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