THE PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER OF THE COPYRIGHT SOCIETY OF THE U.S.A. IS PLEASED TO PRESENT:

The Google Books Settlement
Michael Boni and Joanne Zack of Boni & Zack LLC


When:				 Tuesday, February 15, 2011
Check-In: 5:15-6:00
Program: 6:00-7:00
Wine, beer and light hors d’oeuvres will be served.

Where:					     Dechert LLP
Cira Centre
2929 Arch Street, 21st Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19104-2857

Cost:			Copyright Society Members: $10; Non-members: $20
Please make payment at the door
Checks made payable to:
The Copyright Society of the U.S.A, Philadelphia Chapter

SUMMARY:  The Google Books class action has been one of the most closely watched copyright cases in recent memory.  In 2005, authors and publishers challenged Google’s massive book scanning program -- under which it has digitized approximately 15 million books from the shelves of major university and public libraries -- claiming that its unauthorized digitization is copyright infringement. Google defended its program as a fair use.  After more than a year of legal wrangling, the parties spent several years negotiating a $125 settlement that would enable Google to continue its scanning program, and which would establish commercial and non-commercial uses of Google’s digital library.  The Google Books Settlement has garnered a great deal of criticism and a great deal of praise.  On February 18, 2010, the court heard argument on the motion for final settlement approval, and the parties are awaiting the court’s decision.  
 
Mr. Boni and Ms. Zack, who represent the Authors Guild and the Author Sub-Class, will discuss:
      A brief overview of the settlement;
      Copyright issues associated with the settlement, including fair use and orphan works;
      The major objectors to the settlement and the nature of their objections;
      The rights clearance and payment arm of the settlement (Book Rights Registry);
      Author v. publisher issues;
      Societal benefits of the settlement.

These are topics that pose questions that do not yet have answers. Attendees will be engaged in an interactive discussion of whether or not the Google Books Settlement should be approved.
 
SPEAKERS:   Michael J. Boni and Joanne Zack are partners at Boni & Zack LLC (www.bonizack.com), which specializes in complex litigation, including copyright, antitrust, consumer and class action litigation.  Mr. Boni and Ms. Zack were the principal negotiators on behalf of the Authors Guild and the authors in the Google Books Settlement.  In addition, they have represented authors’ interests in other important copyright matters, including In re Freelance Works in Literary Databases Copyright Litigation, MDL No. 1379 (S.D.N.Y.) (copyright class action settlement (pending appeal) on behalf of freelance authors against digital databases, newspapers and magazines), and Random House, Inc. v. Rosetta Books, LLC, 150 F. Supp. 2d 613 (S.D.N.Y. 2001), aff’d, 283 F.3d 490 (2d Cir. 2002) (successful representation of e-book publisher Rosetta Books, which Random House sought to enjoin from selling e-book versions of works in which Random House had the right to “print, publish and sell in book form.”).

Please join us for a fascinating presentation. To attend, please RSVP to Jackie Williams at (215) 564-1224 or by e-mail to: cjwilliams@woodcock.com
